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Letter from the Congress President to the  Viceroy,  dated
June 25 > 1946:
Dear Lord Wavell,
Ever since the receipt of your statement of June 16th, my
Committee have been considering it from day-to-day and have
given long and anxious thought to your proposals and to the
invitations you have issued to individuals to form the provi-
sional National Government because of our desire to find
some way out of the present most unsatisfactory situation.
We have tried our utmost to appreciate your approach
and view-point. In the course of our conversations we have
already pointed out to you our difficulties. Unfortunately
these difficulties have been increased by the recent correspon-
dence.
The Congress, as you are aware, is a national organisation
including in its fold the members of all religions and com-
munities in India. For more than half a century it has
laboured for the freedom of India and for equal rights for
all Indians. The link that has brought all these various
groups and communities together within the fold of the
Congress is the passionate desire for national independence,
-economic advance and social equality. It is from this point
of view that we have to judge every proposal. We hoped
that a provisional National Government would be formed
which would give effect, in practice, to this independence.
Appreciating some of your difficulties, we did not press for
any statutory change introducing independence immediately*
but -we did expect a de facto change in the character of the
Government making for independence in action. The status
and powers of the provisional Government were thus impor-
tant. In our view this was going to be something entirely
different from the Viceroy's Executive Council. It was to
represent a new outlook, new methods of work and a new
psychological approach by India to both domestic and external
problems. Your letter, dated 30th May, 1946, gave us certain
assurances about the status and powers of the provisional
Government. These did not go far enough, according to
our thinking, but we appreciated the friendly tone of that
letter and decided to accept the assurances and not to press
this particular matter any further*
The important question of the composition of the pro*